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Viruses are exceedingly numerous and diverse biological objects. Though for a long time viruses have been studied in terms of their medical and
economic importance, now interest to their ecological role In terrestrial ecosystems Is growing.

Here are presented several areas of research related to viruses, both those that have been under development for quite a long time and those

that are relatively new.

The role of viruses In shaping, directing and redirecting
of matter and energy flows in food webs
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Medical virology} molecular data

(e.g., of the Baculoviridae family) in insects

*virus structure and cycle research;

» development and application of diagnostic methods;
- viral pathogenesis studies;
 epidemiological research;

* creating of vaccines and antiviral medications

Discovery of the virus
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Diversity and distribution of viruses in terrestrial ecosystems and food-webs’ topography
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