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Why we do what we do and how we can do it better

Science plays a central role in understanding today’s global challenges,
and researchers are increasingly called upon to be innovative,
collaborative, and socially engaged. Yet the academic system often poses
structural and ethical challenges, such as balancing productivity with
integrity. These dynamics are amplified by rapid advances in AI and rising
public skepticism toward science.

In biodiversity research, these dynamics are exemplarily
evident: the field’s inherently inter- and transdisciplinary
nature requires integrating knowledge, methods, and
perspectives across disciplines, cultures, and worldviews.
With this symposium, we aim to establish a common
understanding of what responsible and rigorous science
entails, fostering better collaboration and strengthening
our individual and collective research practices. While
rooted in biodiversity research, we recognize that these
questions resonate far beyond our field.

Thus, we — a group of PhD students — invite (early-career)
researchers, students, and other scientific affiliates to
‘Science: to be determined’, a two-day symposium hosted at
iDiv. The event aims to promote open discussion on
scientific integrity and encourage critical reflection on what
it means to conduct science responsibly. A mix of formats,
including keynote speeches, talks, and interactive
workshops, provides platforms to share practical strategies
for building reliable, transparent, and trustworthy research. 


